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1. Watch MCAS Iwakuni video and 
Study Training for SOFA License link.
2. When you pass the SOFA test, you 
will have only 60 days to get your 
license.
3.  SOFA certificates are no longer 
issued onboard the base.
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• Q: What happens if my SOFA license expires?
• A: You are required to re-take the SOFA exam if you let your SOFA license expire. If 
you have an extension on your orders, contract and can provide the paperwork to PMO 
Pass and Registration prior to your license expiring, you will not be required to re-test.

• Q: Once I pass the SOFA exam will I get a certificate of completion.
• A: No, no certificates will be issued. A list of personnel that pass the SOFA test will 
be provided to PMO and those that pass will be informed they can go to Pass & 
Registration to pick up their license.

• Q: How long do I have to pick up my license after I pass the exam?
• A: You must pick up your license within 60 days of passing the SOFA exam. You will 
not be issued a license after this date and will be required to re-test in order to get your 
license.

• Q: Is the SOFA exam timed?
• A: Yes, you will have 40 seconds to answer each question correctly. After 40 
seconds the question will be replaced with the next question. 40 seconds is more than the 
time required to make a decision while behind the wheel of a car. The majority of 
respondents answer within 10-15 seconds per question.

• Q: How many questions are on the SOFA exam?
• A: 60 randomly selected questions?

• Q: What is a passing score? 
• A: You can miss no more than 9 questions to receive a passing score.

• Q: How many times can I take the test if I fail?
• A: It is preferred to pass on the first attempt. But there is no limit on how many 
times it takes to pass. Study, Study, Study.

• Q: Is the exam open book or notes?
• A: No, no materials can be used during the exam. No cell phones, notes, or other 
sources of information to aid in the exam can be used. If caught with any materials or 
those caught cheating will surrender their test and told to come back for the next test.

• Q: When is the SOFA test provided?
• A: Currently the SOFA test is offered every Tuesday starting at 1400 in the Sakura 
Theater. When a holiday falls on a Mon/Tuesday, alternate schedules will be provided.

• Q: Is the test difficult?
• A: No more difficult than a US State drivers license written exam. It is highly 
recommended that the training materials and video be studied to pass the exam. How 
much studying depends on the individual. Since this exam allows SOFA members to drive 
in Japan, the test is appropriate in content to ensure traffic laws, regulations and rules are 
understood by the licensee. 
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